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INTRODUCTION

This paper attempbs to desaribe same psychological aspects of the Soviet radio's propa=-
ganda method, ag distinguished :F‘rcm ite specific eonteﬁt (which latter ﬁas the 3ubJect of a
report 1ssued on 17 June 19&9*)_. The word "techniquee”f 1s here rather broadly lefined; the
Daper covers not only scme of the specific tricks or devices used in Soviet radio propagands,
but also some psychological aspects of Radio Moscow's more basic Propaganda _etmtegy.v On
tkie other hand, eince this is a preliminary approach‘to'the problem, there is n> attempt to
cover systematically all of the elements of the problem, - It eh}ould be noted thit 1t 1s
impossible to draw a sharp line betwsen the Soviet radiots contenf. and method; method in-
volves the principles of content-seleotion, and these principles will be briefl: considered
here, although they are more fully illustrated in the above-méntioned report on the Soviet

radiots propaganda content,

ok

‘The me‘bhod.s oi‘ Sotviet radio propaganda coneidered here can be grouped (aom wbat . .. ..
arbitrarﬂy) under two. bread. h.eadmgss (n) those which: are’ ragularly uged by a wide vnr:r.et.y .
of propegeur;d'ie‘te 1n. many -different fields of communication and vwhich are not pe( uliarly
Soviet ex«,ept with refersnce to the subjects to which the. Soviet radio applies 1hem, and

(2) theae which are open' to: serieus question from either an ethical standpoint (1 e. R "t '!‘.h")
or a praotical standpoint (‘t. B, vulnerability to expesure aor exploitation by ek 111fu1
cc;un'l‘er-propagand.a). For ‘the purposes o:t‘ this paper the firet group has been Iabeled

"standard " techniquee; the second gt'oup, "more vulnerable techniques. The first group in-
and which are not of themselves neeesearily open to q_uestion fran either an ethi sal or
practical atandpoin‘b The eeoenﬂ. group inclndes those techniquea which because they 1mmlve
gross- distortion, raise the question of whether that dietortion can be pointed out and/ar
exploited by evlert propeganda opponsnts, (It should be pointed out, however, thit some of
the wam in which Radio Mowcow implements the ”standarO:" technigueav are actually >pen to
serious question. For instance, the “"enormous emphasis on ﬁhe lying and hypocriy of the
eneny, " which is here mentloned in connection with the "effort to appear obJeeti‘m"

E "standard" technique/, 1s not iteelf either standard or basic to propagands 1. general,)

—

* "The Most Prominent Thémes and Sub-Themes in Soviet Radio Propaganda (April 19¢9),"
17 Jume 1949, 00-F=32-k9, -
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SUMMARY

"STANDARD” TECHNIQUES

1, Unity end si’mp_liciitx of basic theme-content. The ome most inclusive theme s that

the world 18 engaged in a glgantic struggle between Rjig'ht and.‘_Wrong. The line (ravn be--

tween the two camps "18 not simply between East and West; considerable stress is also placed
‘on the contrast, within each Western mation, between the;smali "{mper{alist" ruling -
winarity and the greaﬁ peace-lorving, democratic ma,jofity. 'I'his device seems deeigned to
cireumvent "ths antagonism that might be created If "America" or "Britain” were cften attacked
sé'such, and 1t also adds to the mpres'éion of overvhelming numerical superiority--and

therefore 1név1table ultimate victorye-of thé "democrntic" canmp,

-2, Diversitv of subthemes and 1llustrations, Repetition and boredom are avolded not

by varying 'the basic themes but by continual change in the material used.to 1llustrate them,

3 Universalitz of apg eal, The old appeals for revolution and the dictator 3aip of the
proletav'iat have almost disappeared (at least in propaganda beamed to fereign auliences) 3 In
their place is a stress on more "universal” values--psace, democracy, national 1;uiepenﬂ.ence,

mm'al;ty in general,

o Lk, Effort to appear objective, Though it does not claim: neut.rality, Mosoow does in

‘many wa;ys build up the mprelsion that its verston of events 1s the simple and o} hvious
truth, * For example, the cmmentat@rs' tone of voice is u.nemotional their mater al gives
the impressien of being factual, there are frequent phrases sueh 28 "the whole wirld knows s "
and there is an eoffort to appear self—consiatent (e.g. » by not contradicting to (ns natiemal

sudfence what is said to another),

-5;‘Selection and omission, Thoughv it rarely indulges in ocbvious lying, Moscow con-
tin__ually forces events to‘fit into and support its own Propagandistic picture by the device
of selecfion and qmviseion.‘ Events which are headlined in the Western bress are 1sgularly
soft-pedalled or amitted entirely fram Moscow's outi)ut if they represent area's* ot Soviet
defeat, Soviet moral vulnerability, or conflicte (such as the coni'lict between Democrats and

Republicans) Which do not co:!neide with Moscow'e two-camps picture of the world
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6., Slented. interpre'batio_n__. An er_z_ually omnipresen‘b d.evice is the use of em>tionally

loaded worde--"monopolists," "people, " “ad.mite " ”demanﬂs " "tmske " "obedien, -=which,
in their con’cerbe imply the Soviet interpretation of events, As a rule rb is iiade

di:fﬁcu.lt or impoaaible for the listensr to distinguish between fact and interp:retation,

"MORE VULNERABIE" CHARACIER]BTICS

1 Evasion oi’ _koy iseuee, euch ag 1n¢11vid.ual freedcm in the Soviet ephere, the imple-
mentation of atamic-energy controL Western fear of Soviet ‘aggression and ‘the hii torical
baeis of that fear, direet econamlc ccmparieone between East and West, _the Soviet role in

the Setellitee, and’ differences between Eastern and Western definttions of “demc *’racy.

2. Avoidance of basic Bolehevik d.oc‘brine such ss the necessity of violence, the
e et et s e e e e i i 3
distincticn between proletariat and petit bourgeoisie (with "dictatorehip reger ved for the
former) > "iron discipline" within the Party, and the oarlier Marxian chnllenge to pro;porty

rights, religion, patriotiem, and parlfamentary democracy,

5.~Uns§2" porﬁed dw’ 'bism.‘ The factual appearance of Soviet Propaganda is nlsleading.
Ite eseerntial cenclueions though presented with an atr of absolute certainty, ase not, as a
rule, faetual]y supported; the impression is repee'bedly given that the conclusio®s ere so

obvious and: univ:really accepted that they do not need proof,

A',-Biurrigg of distinctiens, The anti-Soviet Right and the anti-Soviet Lef, in the
Western world, are of cou.ree equally "bad" from the standpoint of the Soviet Sta: e.‘ Moscow
does not confine itself, however, to pointing up ‘the "bad" or anti-Soviet charac‘ar of both
groupe, it often explicitly denourices the anti-Soviet Ieft as '&'eactiomry._" It thus re-
pea'bealy blurs the dis‘binction be‘bween Right and ILsft in intra -x;atioml Hestexfn ]‘olit‘ics-‘-’-'

2 dietinctien which, from a etrictly !hrxiln class point of view, ‘might be cont idered

ratlzer impertant "Wall Street" ~and the CIO, :E'or 1netance, are descri'bed as equelly "reactien- .

ary.” Similarly, on 'bhe white 8ide of the 'blaok-whi‘ba dichotemy, there 1s no clear
distinction made between Soclaliam and Cormunism, or between Socialism and "peoplats

democracy, "

5, "Slide-in. " An aecepta'ble idea is often followed imediately by ‘a less asceptable
s L R e L IT)

) N TR ¥
one--apparently on the assumption that the listener's at‘bituﬁe of uncritical’ receotivity
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adopted toward the édcgptable 1dea w1ll also carry over to the less accépﬁble one

r

6. Qvferqlantigg.ﬂ ' ,Tl;e standard t.eqhx;ique of ’slgnvntedr interpretation becames sxtrome
enough to raise a question of vuloerebility in at least four aspects of Soviet propegandas
a»utomt:t_c_sh’if'bingwotf i}nplicit qqsumpt;qns ; slanted paraphrase (which is much more

freguent than outright nisguotation); omitting the context; and "diabolism, "
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I, 'STARDARD TECHNIQUES

A, UNITY AND SIMPLICTPY GF BASTS THEME-CONTENT

A 'baéi‘c‘pro‘pagahéa p'rinci;ple,"sﬁccmctly stated by Hi’tler, is that to be effect ve

"propagandnk has to limit itself to a very few points amid to use them like sloga:s until
even the very last man is able to imagine what is intended by such & word," So-iet radio

rropaganda sérupulously. adheres. to this principle, ag far as its basic theme-co:itent

 is concerned, Practically everything that the Soviet radio says supports in on: way or

another a single over-all theme: that the warld is divided into two opposed any! ir-

reconcilable camps, with the Soviet Union and its allies representing all that s good,
#nd the Western "ruling circles” together with their lackeys throughout the wor. d repre-

senting 2ll that is evil, The follewing quotations are typlical:

"A struggle between two cemps 18 going on throughout the world,,. The ant: -
imperialist cemp of socialism and democracy has never been as strong as it is
today, ... Let them (the imperialists) not forget that in the struggle of

peoples against the crimiral echemes of the imperialist camp, the leading jlace

belongs to the mightiest power in the world, our Soviet Union, champion of the
great idea of friendship and fraternity of nations." (24 September 1948, 12%)

"The Soviet proposals for dissrmament and a ban on atemic veapons, 80 cbvicusly
in the interests of mankind, but consistently rejected by the U.S., Britair, and
other capitalist govermments.,.."” (13 October 1945, A3)

"The present rulers of the U,S, need this trial (of the Communists) as a pratext

for destroying remmants of democracy in the United States, Hitler had to do the

same thing, The warmongers are trying to sweep from their rath all those who are

not 1n agreement with their program for the enslavement of the world by the
American fimancial megnates,” (20 October 1Sk9, I 1)

There are subtleties in Soviet propaganda , but they do not lie in any complexity of the
basic ideas which the propagandist tries to establish, There is a minimm of abstract
ideological content; the propagandist simply paints a Picture of black vs, white, using

the deepest black and the purest white,

The simplicity of the psychological processes called for in the listener should 1lso be

noticed, The smearing of one camp and the glorification of the other do not call Ffor

any psychological process more camplicated than ordinary association, In the above

quotations, for ipstance, direct and explicit associations are made between the idea of

&

the Soviet Union &4nd the ideas of anti-imperialism, democracy, strength, friends:ip, and
disermament; and there are equally direct associations between the “"American fimincial

megrates” and imperialiesm, criminal scheming, refusal to prohibit the atom bamb,

destruction of democracy, Eitleriem, warmongering, and enslavement of the world, Neither
abgtract ideology nar the cemplexities of practical action are allowed to compliate the
Picture, Nothing is said here, for instance, about how disarmement is to be eff iwcted, or

how the ban on atamic weapons is to be enforced, or about the actual issues in tie
Cammnist trial,

Another illustration of Moscow's typically aimple association of ideas is to be :’cund 1a

the following quotation: . . wme.

"The aims of this extensive (military aid) program are clear, Making use o’ it,

Wall Street monopolists hope to keep the production of the American war indiistries

on high levels and to make a profitable sele of the surpluses of wear matert: 1, "

(13 October 1949, A 5)

¥ The references throughout this report are to the issue of the SURVEY OF USSR Ri.DIO
BROADCASTS (FBIS, CIA), which appeared on the date that 1s given, and to the pag: on

vhich the quotation appears,
) CONFITENTIAL
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Here, the ostensibly factual character of the assertion is scmevwhat more detailed amd
specific, Yet the essential technigtie 1s still simply the emunciation of certain

jdess which presumably arouse negative emotions in the listensr and the Juxtajosition of
them with one of the elements of U,S, foreign policy, i.e, the Military Aid Program, In
this -case, the simple equation is:

"monopolists.,.war;v..-profita...war" equals MAP,

The uge of the label "monopolist” in this example is especially characteristic of the way
in vhich Moscow multipligs encrmously the number of emotiomal associations sujporting its
own version of the facts, A large part of the emotional impact of Soviet projaganda
comes not from the things that are said about the friend or the enemy, but sirply from
the labels and appelatives used in referring to him; the friends of the Soviei Union are
"the forces of peace,” "the democratic forces,” "the pecple,” while its enemics are
"reactionaries,” "monopolists,” "imperialists.” The longer of the two sentences guoted
above is typical in that it smears the enemy at least twice, once in the use «f the ward
*moncpolists” as the subject of the sentence and once in the war-promcting chtracter of
the activity in which the "monopolists" are said to be engaged. And in both cases--but
especially the-firat--it is a matter of simple association and suggestion, rather than
any more complicated paychological process, Moscow almost never presents eviience that
monopoly 18 prevelent in the United Stateas or that monopolists control the Govermment;
instead, it relies on the simple and continually recurring use of the word "mnopoliste ™
in centexte in which another reporter of the same event would perhaps say "Corgress” or
"Waghington" or "the United States,”

‘In this connection another fact should be underlined, In ite treatment of the: basic
two-cAmps theme, Moscow does not define its primary enemy as the U.S. per ss, but as the
American imperialists, warmongers, monopolists, etc., and their "lackeys" thrcughout
the world, Many persons in the United States apparently assume that Soviet piopagands
is directed primarily egainst America as a nation, But this is true only to 1he extent
of frequent appeals to the vride of non-American nations who are allegedly be: ng reduced
to impotent subservience=-"eamnordfodder"-- by the American imperialists, For example:

"The U.S, plen for an aggressive war is no secret, ,,, Western Europe rust
supply the camnonfedder. ... Under the pretext that the atom bomb will not now

. play a decisive part, it was decided to concentrate mainly on the land forces
which &re to consist of Frenchmen, ‘Dutchmen, Belgians, Italians, and Gerr1mns,"”
(1.5 October 1949, A 3)

Genemlly,, however, the Soviet propagandists take pains to draw a distinction -a distinc-
tion that is often explicit and nearly always at least implicit--between the (iabolical
"ruling circles” in America and the democratic, peace-loving American "people’':

*The Congress debate on MAP reflects the crisis experienced by the bipari isan
bloz=--2 crisis which is developing under the pressure of the growing distatis-
faction of the American people, Thia dissatisfaction is assuming an increasing
“scale both in the United States and in the Marshallized countries, The vall
" of popular resistance is growing ever higher in the face of the Admerican war-
mongers and their Weat-European partners," {13 October 1949, 4 5)

Apd similarly, although the British "ruling circles" are often described as arcomplices
or vassals of Wall Street, the British people are pictured as belonging to ‘he camp
of peace and democracy!

"'he British pecple have experienced the wos of war and do not vamt to f:ght,

They are a great and honosst people, ... Let the British people pronounce Judge-

ment; let them condemn those who speak on their behalf and defame their 1ame,”
(29 September 1949, I 5)
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This technigue presumably serves two purposes: (a) It takes into account the t=zsic
propaganda principle that the audience must be flattered, or at least not directly
antagonized, Since almost every radio llstemer can consider himself as part of "the
paople™ of his country, he need not necessarily take offense at even the bittereat
Sovist attack on the policy of his goverrment, According to Moscow, it is not his
policy but one that has been adopted in spite of him, with no consideration of his
wishsa, by those ever-present ferces of evil whose power 1s allegedly guarantecd by the
capitalist system, (b) This technique also sustains the basic Soviet appeal tc
"jemocracy,” the argument being that the USSR and the Pecple's Democracies are not
opposing Western Natioms as such, but are allying themselves with the "pecple” in every
sapitalist pation against their "rulers,” o . :

An approximation to these generalizations can be schemmtically represented by ihe
following diagrem,. i

_ kY
"THE SAVIFT "™WO-CAMP" PTOTURE

OF THE WSCRLD

CAPITATIST DEMOCRATIC

NATIONS , NATIONS

Leaders
(Tarty)

Peovle

U.S. Britain Ythers People's USSR
A “ Democracies

Camp of
YIA. Democracy
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Five points s?r.ould. be noticed: '

(1) The absolute contrast is between the camp of imperialism (the rulers in the
West) and the camp of democracy (all the rest of the world).

(2) The chief dividing lime between the two camps is not the vertical lire
- geparating the capitalist frem "democratic" mations, but the horizontal 1ines
.geparating the rulers. in the West from their own peoples and from the "democratic”
countries -(1,e,, these under Cemmunist control),

(3) The overwhelming rmmerical supericrity of the "demecratic" camp, as I ictured
here, i3 well calculated to buoy up the morale of those who accept this 1icture by
sustaining their belief in the certainty of ultimmte victory.

(4) Distinctions within either camp--represented here by broken lines--are axtrems-
ly vague and as a rule are virtually ignored., The middle classes as well aas the
workera in the West are implicitly included as part of "“the people,” and the

leaderrs in the democratic rations (e.g., the Coxmmnist Parties) are pictired as unit-
¢d and in intimate touch with their own people,

(5) The areas representing the "people" of the U,S, and Britain are here slightly
shaded, This shading is intended to represent the fact that in certain ¢ontexts
there is condemmation of the policlies of these mations as nations, withort ex-
plicitly excluding the "mgple" from this condemmation, For example, the matiomal-
ism of other capitalist pations, colonial and non-colonial, is appealed to by
plcturing the threat of "Anglo-American” dominetion and imperialism, By talking
about "the ruling circles in America,” Moscow thus kills two birds with c¢ne stonet
it maintains the distinction between rulers and people, in all the contesta where
this distinction is useful; and at the same time it appeals to (and fosters)
nationalistic anti-American (and anti-British) sentiment in other parts ¢f the
world, '

also cultivates up~-to-datensss and variety, in the spirit of the advice given by Lenin:
"We must blame ourselves for being umable as yet to organize a sufficlently wide, striking
apd rapid exposure of these despicable outrages. When we do that (and we must and can do
it), the most backward worker will understand, or will feel, that the mtudentt and
roligious sects, the muzhiks and the authors are being abused and ocutraged by the very
saeme dark forces that are oppressing and crushing him at every step of his life.,... 4As
yet we have done very little, almost nothing, to hurl universal and fresh expcsures among
the masses of the workers," (WHAT IS TO BE DONE?, 1902) Similarly, there is now an
obvious effort to provide the listener with continually fresh concrete "exposires™ of the
"despicable outrages" perpetrated by the enemies of the Soviet Union, Intere:t is
maintained by varying the context and by bringing up centimmally new illustrations, while
preserving the essential simplicity of the themes which these "facts™ serve t¢ illustrate,
The keynote is not repetition as such, but unity-in-diversity,

Lepin's prescription has in fact been elaborated and systematized, There is # pyramidal
or ramifving structure of themes and subthemes connecting the over-all two-carps idea
with the thousands of specific 1llustrations, Four levels can be rather cleaily distin-
guished,* At the apex of the structure is the most general statement of the £ oviet
positiont the two-camps plcture itself, On the second level of differentiation there are

* These levels are, of course, "constructs” which oversimplify the reality, n piﬁctice,
the atructure is much more complex, with several types of differentiation and an intricate
interweaving of themes,

CONFILENTIAL
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perhaps eight or ten mejor themes, each having both a positive and a negative aipect,

and differentisted frem each other on the bagis of the major motives or values o which
they appeal, For example, corresponding to the desirs for peace, there are on shis level
two aspects of a single major theme: ™le stand for peace, while our enemies ar> in-
stigating war," Other such pairs cerrespond to the desires for "democracy,"” for national
indepsndencs, for econcmic Welfare, etc. On the third level, supporting each of these
major themes, there is a considerable mumber of subthemes, For inptance, supporting the
ma jor theme that "eur enemies are instigating war"® there are & number of subtheunes made
up of mare specific claims and charges: "the Atlantic Pact is aggressive"; "thay are
rearming fer aggrogsion™; "they are undermining the United Nationms--the bulwark of
peace™; “they are remilitarizing Germany"; etc, And on the fourth level, each af these
subthemeg 1s 1llustrated in a-variety of contexts comsisting of specific topics, évents,
situations, etc., For instance, cendlemnation of the Atlantic Pact appears in sush forms
as these: :

“Phe People's Democratic Front therefere demands that all parties solemnly pledge -
to reject under any conditioms Italy's adherence to any association, coallition, or
blos which directly or indirectly aims at unleashing war,” (16 April 194E, G f})

"The peaples® struggle againgt the miii‘bﬂry bloc is growing, not orly in Britain,
but 2lgo in all the other countries participating in the North Atlantlc Bloe,"
(2 June: 1949, A L) L L

"Iy it Russia who propeses to replace the United Natlons by an aggressive allitery
coalition?” (20 May 1949, A 6) R _

"The so-called Holy Allisnce,,. represented the alliance of European monarchs,
exponents. of the worst reaction, militarism, and the inhuman oppression of the H
péople, ;.. The crganizers of the North Atlantic Pact today are bringing to life
undér few conditions the same spirit of reactien, war and.violence propagsted more
than = century 8go By the alleged Holy Alliance,” (6 May 1949, B 5)

Whether the degree of varlety is encugh to preserve the listener from boredcm s & question
whisch obviously could be answered adequately only by a direct study of the reactlons ‘of

the listeners themselves, The exiasting degree of variety, however, should not be under-
estimated,  In these guotations (whose variety could be multiplied at length), for exsmple,
the Atlantic Pact is discussed in two different nmatieomal comtexts (Itely and Britain), and
in.conjutiction with two other topics (the United Nations and the Holy Alliance., Also--
apurt From the freguent recurrence of a few key words such as "military"” ani ":ggressive”--
the variation of wording is considerable,

The policy of diversity is shown also in the way in which new developments are hardled,

A major new topic, such as the Marshall Plan, the Atlantic Pact, or currency devaluatien,
18 crdinarily given.a.great deal of concentrated attention when it first appears in the
news, Many commentaries are devoled specifically to it, Then, after a periocd of weeks,
thé smeunt’ of such concentrated attention typilcally drops greatly, but simultareously the
nevw topic 1s worked into a great variety of specific centexts, 'The Marshall Plan, far
instance, is no lenger the subject of many concentrated commentarles, but is repeatedly
referred. o in discussiens of specific countri es such as France, Belgium and Ifaly, as a
cause of their sconamic woes; and the “enslaving” character of the Plan is castally
réferrsd to inm innumerable combtexte as if it were a universally recognized, se!f-evident
fact, ' The "Marshallized countries,” for instance, are referred to as if this ¢xpression
alone were enough to damn them, By this process of defocalization and dispers on, 2 fair

* The process by which a word like "Marshallized" cames into use is reminiscen . of a
passage from Lenin's WHAT IS TO BE DONE? in which he attacks the uncritical us« of
certain catch-phrases by his "opportunist™ opponents. "Evidently this sloganm, ' he said
(eriticizing his opponents? use of the phrase, "freedem of criticism”), "is om» of the
conventional phrases which, like a nicknams, become legitimmtized by use, and “ecome
almost like an appellative,"
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d@Jgrea of freghness and diversity in the material is maintained without necess rily
desreasing the total emphasis on the topic in question.

c. ENIESALIIY OF APTEAL .

. The appeal of Soviet radio propaganda today is not primarily to the working cliss dut to
ke universal comscisnce and. self-interest of "the peoples” of the world; and it = iege. -
1dentifies itself not primarily with revoluticn but with most of those univers:l or
near-universal values which nearly all of its listeners presumably accept: peice,

. jnterpational cooperatien, "démocracy,” natiormal independence, prosperity, econamic and
gosial justise, etc, In & mense, therefore, its appeal is not revolutionary, but--
psychologically--conservative,

-

| Ths extent of the change in this respect, since the earlier days of Marxist propeganda,
is not always fully appreciated, To bring out the comtrast, 1t will be worth while to
resall some esrlier statements fram the period before the Popular Fremt (193k-35)--
etatemouts of & type which almost pever occurs today (at least in broadcasts baamed to,
foreign -audiences ) :

" R Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims, They openly declare
“that their ends can be attained enly by the forcible overthrow of all existing ,
Cgoatal conditiens,” (COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, 1848) )

""The replacement of t}'lev bcmréedin by the proletarian state 1s impoasible without -
s yiolent revolution,” (Lenin, STATE AND REVOLUTION, 1917)

- A working class without a revolutiopary party is Iike en army without a General
- @taff, The Party is the Military Staff of the proletariat,” (Stalin, F(UNDATIORS
OF IENINISM, 192h4)- :

In pléss of such candld references to violenmce, revolution, and military orgerizatiom,
. apd in place of such frank appeals to the proletariat as a clags, we now have such
nriversal appsals as the follewing: : ‘ ;

Pemca, "Who understands the full value of peace better than the Soviet ¢ itlzens?
Who hates war more deeply? ... We won the war because-we hate war, and after

“winning it we Joyfully replaced the military communiques with modest repcrts about
the sugar-beet harvest, the production of saucepans, 2nd preparations for the
‘school year," (Ehremburg, 6 October 1949, B 2) , ,

Domocracy, "The workers of France demand a govermment of democratic unily, ...
_ The pressure by the messes has forced the resigmation of Queuille, who h&#d
" carried out the policy contrary to the peoplet's interest, The French pe:ple say
the same to Mayer as to Jules Moch--'Away with you,'" (27 October 1949, G 1)

Hational Independence. "Soviet public opinion doss not doubt that suffiiient
force will be found in the Yugoslav peoples for regaining once more thelr in-
dependence, and for cccupying a worthy place in the camp of peace and delocracy
headed by the USSR," (6 October 1949, D 1)

For a systematic presentation and illustration of the "aniversal” values to which
‘Moscew now appeals, the resder is referred to the FBIS report on the content of Soviat
“radie propaganda (see above, p. 1), It may be noted here, however, that the - hree
guotations given above are typical in several respects: (1) They do not argu: for
revolution, nor evemeaxplicitly--fer socialism, (2) They do-not use the word "class,”
nor draw explicitly eny class lines whatsocever., (3) The connotations which Siviet
propaganda gives to the werd "democracy” include hostility to a small exploiting
minarity, most freguently described as "ruling circles” or "monopolists,"” Thiwre 1is
here an implicit drawing of a class line, but it is definitely not between proletariat
and petit bourgeolsis; it ia betwsen "the people™ (implicitly including all middle class
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and intellectual groups as well ss workers and peagants) and & small upper-c ass
mincrity, Thers is thus a very strong effort at least to neutralize the midile class
opposition by mppealing to all the vmlues of the middle classes s oven though the

middle clasmes as such are almost never mentionsd, In this respect the Popu ar Front
strategy, inaugurated in 1934-35, has become a permanent and basic element 1i. Soviet
propaganda policy,* (4) Similarly reminiscent of the Popular Front is the tieatmerms

of nationalism, There is here no attack on patrictism nor emphesis on interiationsiism
ag such (even though attacks on Tito do rather frequently accuse him of "chaiviniam™

o of "bourgeois nationaliem"), These quotations are typical of the more gereral
tendency in that, instead of attacking nationalism or patriotism, they attemt to
capltalize on it by appemling to the desire for national independence, Like the govern-
ments of almost all other countries not definitely within the Soviet sphere, Tito 1s
accused of subséfvience to the American imperialista, and the hope is expresced that
the Yugoslav "peoples” may "regain,,, their independence,”

Apother point to be noticed in this eonnection is the ostensibly high moral tone of all
Seviet propaganda, This might seem paradoxical to persons who think of the foviet’
idsclogy as frankly "meterialist,” and as openly opposed to "spiritual" values, Never-
theless, Soviet propaganda is preeminently characterized by moral indignatior and moral
self-glorification, Nor can it be said that Moscow openly preaches a new morality.
opposed to that of the West. It does not, for example, openly proclaim that "the end
Justifies the means,” The means used by the “democratic cemp” are, in the Scviet
version, Just as unsullied as its enda, while the memns as well as the ends cf the
opposing camp are morally intolerebls., The issue of using violent or undemocratic methods
to eastablish "democracy"” 1s never raised; religion as such is not attacked; patriotism
is not attacked; property rights as such are almost never attacked; individual freedom
a8 a principle is never attacked, (On the rather rare occasions vhen individual freedom
is mentioned, Moscow claims to be in favar of it, Apart from marked differerzes of
emphagis, therefore, it would be difficult to say just how the official defirition of
"democracy” 1in Soviet propaganda--on the verbal level--differs from the Western
definition of it,) In other words, although Moscow does not emphagize some of the moral
values that are much emphasized in the West, it carsefully evoids a head-on vesbal
ecollision with any cne of those values, And, in terms of total attention to acral
valuss, its lack of emphasis on such values as religion apd individual freedoas is more
than compensated for by 1ts insilstent strese on such moral values ag peace, Caoperation,
and trutbfulness., For example: i

¥In their preparations for war, the American rulers profess daily their Llove of
reace. They shout 1t over all the waves, short and long; they reiterate it in
their military councils and maneuvers; they protest that their atom-bomb -leden
aircraft are doves carrying an olive twig, ... Let them say as they will, to
the U,N, Assembly, that they fear the Russians because the Russians want wer,

In fact they fesr the Russians because the Russians want peace, ... Th» Soviet
Poople have never gpoken with hatred about the Americans, They could noi--be-
cAuse there is no such hatred.” (Ehrenburg, 6 October 1949, B 2)

#hs far aa the e.émocratip_ sociallsts are concerned, however , the policy of
the Popular Front has been abandoned; they sre criticized now as bitterly as - hey
wers in the period before 193%~35, Thus it can be said that the policy hes b.en re-

tained with régard to values or propagande appeals but abandcned with regard "o
pecple (Blum, Schumacher, Bevin, et al,) and parties,
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An especially etriking=t#lustration of th{s moral emphasis is the way in which Nrscow
hendles the topic of military pewer, It almost mever diacusses Soviet militery power &
specifically, or in a way which could clearly be interpreted as threatening or intimi-
dating ite neighbors. The lack of specific military discussion could be attributed to
the genmeral Soviet policy of secrecy, but the relative infrequency of even vague gtate-
ments extalling Soviet power calls for some further explamation, In this respect, some
persens in the United States have made erroneous predictiens--perhaps because of

esguming that Soviet peacetimes propaganda, like Nazi wartime propaganda, would aato-
matically “capitalize cn" any oppertunity to advertize its own military strength, For
instance, at the time of President Truman's snnouncement of Soviet possession of the atamic
bomb, some,.psrsons in America predicted that Moscow would capitalize on ite possession

of the new ueapon to strike fear imto its Western neighbors, Actually the treatzent of
this development was, like most of the previous Soviet discussion of the atamic bamb,
extremely cautious, modest in volume, and wholly subardinmated to & new emphasis on the
Boviet desire for peace, Ehrenburg's statement that "from Moscow to Philadelphia 1t is
as Far ag Prom Philadelpila to Moscow"-58" statement quoted by the Americen press--was mudh
mere pearly an open threat thep anything else in Soviel radio propagenda; and even this .
statement, when seen in its complete comtext (which imcluded an especially idyllic imege
of peace) could hardly have suggested a threat of Soviet aggression, Similerly, it is a
very striking fact that the undeubted superierity of Seviet land forces as compared with
thoge in Western Europe has almost never been "capitalized on" in eany way by the Soviet
radio; Moscow never conjures up an image of & Red juggernmaut rolling scross Germany and .
Frence, even in response to Western “aggression” by air against Soviet cities,

A clue to the Soviet ressoning on this matter 18 provided by the fact that Mosccw has
cccasionally in the past accused the Western warmongers of "brandishing” the atcm bomb
end using 1t to "blackmail® the Scviet Union and the People's Democracies, A recent evooa-
tion of the same. picture is the following:

"When we speak of peace, it 1s not because,,. we are afraid of the threats of the
British and American bourgeois who how menacingly brandish their weapons but, when
the shooting starts, will be eager to press them into other hands, the hands of
Negroes, Frenchmen, or Germans,..." (13 October 1949, A 5)

Since Moscow goes out of ita way to detect a "brandishing" of weapons by its enemies, it
mey well be anxious not to lay itself open to the charge of "srandishing” the Red Army.
Tt may reason that foregoing a chance to enhence Soviet military prestige is (at least iIn
time of peace) a price well worth paying in order to preserve intact the propagsnda imege
of the Soviet Union as a peaceloving, non-aggressive, highly moral mation,

D. EFFCET TO APPEAR CBJEGTIVE

A basic snd complex cheracteristic of effective propaganda (though one which hae only
rarely been discussed in detail) is thet in e certain sense it must appear to be objective,
In the case of any propagania as inherently belligerent as that of the Soviet Urion there
18 of course & need to define carefully the kind of "mppearance of cbjectivity"” which it
cultivetes, Certainly it doss.Rek txy to appear neutral.or.unfdecided in the great worldy, .
struggle between Right and Wrong., The impression it tries to create is, rather, that the
vworld struggle is between Right and Wrong, and that any scberly clear-headed ant truthful
peracn would necessarily see 1t and describe it in thafwey. ... o

Scme of the indications of this effort are:

1, Unemobional Tone of Voice: Several listeners have noted that Moscow's newt bromdcasts
and cammentaries are as a rule not given in an emotional "scapbox oratory™ atyle. The
manner of the commentator s confident end definite but not excited,

e

2, Seemingly ¥actual Emphasiss There is much news, &nd the cemmentaries also contain
mhoh presumably factual meterial, The impression given is that "this happened” or "this
18 trus”--not that "I say %his™ or "our position is that,"
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Z, 0 B quEf*’a@amem of Gompmenbaterst - Apart from cemmentaries by Ilya Ehrenbur g and -an
eossgiendl aAnONYMOUS satirioal plese (sueh as the extracrdinary "febls of Sente Claus"
whigh appeared on Christmes Bay, 1948), there 1s a marked unifermity in the style of Soviet
commentaters and the erticles quoted by the Soviet rad.io. The pronoun "I" is yery rare,

In gensral, the 115'bemr is- not reminded of the existence of the human medium tqrough which
he sees The Truth :

b, Freguent Phrases Suggesting the "ebvieusnesa" of the Soﬁat Version of the Facts:
YAs is Imawn.w'” he whole World knowS,...," medless to say,.,," 'there can rn« longer be

!my @@u‘bﬁ.,. s "no. one even tried to d.eny.., ==guch phrases are inmmerable, For enmplet

: ““me whgle world f@llows new wi'bh emotion the speeches of the representatives of the
.. Beviet Union; Belerussia, the Wkraine, and Poland at the U,N, General Assembly in
- defenss of the victims of menarcho-fascist terrorism, Vishinsky in his first
“ gpesches 8t the last U,N, sessien drew attention to iaenaruhiatafudist terrarism in
Greace, and suggested that the U,H, should teke the necessary steps for tis cessation
of terrorism in Greece.“’ (13 October 1949, E 2)

This qmtation illus‘brates at several pointe the rather subtle devices used to create an
tmpression of obvicusnsea, It is not only that the horrible facts are assumied Lo be so
obvions that the "whole werld” feels the same emotion when the facts are described, There
i wlmo the fact.that Vishinsky "drew attemtion,” EHe did not need to "cleim" (r-to -
“npove "ssor 86 this camsntary seems to suggest, All he needed to do was to "éraw
attontion, " Similarly, the steps he "suggested"” were "the necessary” stape. s d1d not
olaim or wrge that they wers necessary; they were simply "the necessary” steps, It 1m
implied that th@ir necessity was as self-evident a fact as the "monarcho-fuci:t terrorism"
1tgelf, ’ : .

:»,, - Ayoidance of. @bviaus Iying: Truthfulness and objectivity are not identicsl, but they
hoth imply that the picture presented is a true ome, It is therefore pertinent to note
that-ssentrary to the impresslons ef seme persons in America~--the Soviet radio clearly takes
paing te avold obvious lying, The out-and-out lies that are obvious enough to be spotted
by the cm&imry newspaper roader are few and far between, Even though the numtar of setual
out-eni-out- 1ies is probably samewhat larger than this, it 1s doubtful whether they represent -
the largsr part of the disbertion that occurs; both selection and slanted interpretation
are pr@bamy far mere imperbant

6.), G«msiﬁtsmy_, 1.8, not contradicting to onse audience what is said to anotlsr, Another
rﬁwm«s‘epﬂm of the nature of Soviet propaganda is that 1t often lays itmelf (pen to clesr
prm@fa @f mcsmintew by Baying contradictory things to different audiences, There are
*In geamml t,hesa do not represent actml self-contradiction, For enmplo, the theme Wf
@erman unity; which 18 greatly stressed in broadcasts to Germany, is soft-pedalled in broad-
@aata t@ France; yet Mogcow has never said to Frenchmen ‘that it does not favor Ferman unity.

(\, Avr@idigg Predic‘tzions That Might Not Ceme True: Fer example, in discussing the "Western
esonaelc crisfis” Moscew has not made specific predictiens ag to when the full-llown "crisis"
w@uld mterialize.

8. Ensrmous Emphasis on the Lving nd Hypocrisy of the Enenyt Moscow doea n¢t often
explicitly boaat of its own truthfulness or obJectivity, but it is continuelly attempting
to smsar its opponenta en this scere, with the implication that what the Soviet radio says
m, b:y' eontmst the seber and unvarnished truth, For instance:

«”’"Ee (&cheson) made laughable asgertions tb.at the Bonn 'Govermnent' hsd allegedly been
created on a truly constitutienal basis,” (20 October 1949, B 2)

", S newspapers ;- whether Democratic or Republiean, are all alike, for they can
always bs relied upon to publish the same lies,” {22 September 1949, I 2;

The Point Four progrem "entails g poorly camouflage plan for the colonizetion and

total subjugation,,, of countries too weak to resist the expansion of U.S, mono~
poliss.” (29 September 1949, A L)
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9,  Few Direct Appeals to Action or to Emotion: If the horrible facts create fear or
anger in the listener, then that is his business; the business of the commentasor is simply
to deseribe The Facts, Such, at least, is the impression the Soviet commentatr comvays.
Radic Mogcow very rarely mekes statements in the imperative rather than the deioriptive
form; it dees not say "Arise, ye priseners of starvetion!" Ostensibly, it mersly describes
the “"stervation” and leaves to the prisoners the decision as. to whether they siould "arise, ™
Nor are there many direct appeals to emotion; for examyle, with two or three e:ceptions,
there hevs been no monitored instances of explicitly glerifying hate,

10, 4 Medium=--Not a Low--Intellectual Level: In content, Soviet propaganda £ llows
Hitler's principle that "propagandas,,, hss to adapt its spiritual level to the perception
of the least intelligent of those tewards whom it intends to direct itaelf," @ form,
however, the Soviet radio does not give the impression of talking down to its ! isteners,

In vocabulary and in gpentence length, for example, it represents a medium rathcr than a low
intellectual level, This combination of a basically simple black-white propaginda content
with & semewhat dignified and even occasionally a acholarly-sounding form 18 well 1llus-
trated by the follewing paasage:

“The victory of Chinese democracy has been prepared by the whole course o historic
- ‘development, . The Great October Socialist Revolutien signified a cardinal turn in
~ " the history of mankind, undermined the Power of imperialism in colonial ai1d: dependent
- eesuntries; awakened the oppreased masses in the Far East, and opened a ney: chepter in
their struggle for liberatien, ,,., The existence of the Socialist Soviei. State in
-the neighborhoosd of Chinmm s 1ts mighty development, its revolutionary expe: ‘ence snd
“ite fraternal sclidarity were facilitating and inspiring the anti-imperis: 18t and
anti-feudal struggle of the Chinese werking masses,” (13 October 1949, I 2; guoted
froam PRAVDA) ,

This pasasge represents approximately the upper limit of "intellectuality" in jresent-day
Soviet broadrasts, In its use of such exprossions as "historic development ," 'ocardinel
turn, " “colonial and dependent,” "facilitating," and "anti-feudal® (as well'as 1n its
Tfrank use of the werd "revolution") it is nildly reminiscent of the more scholerly writings
of Mary;, Engels and Lenin, Yet it is mot very different in this respect from tue average
or the least "intellectusl” of Soviet broadcasts; the fact is that they are rathner
hamogeneous in their level .of apparent intellectuality, seldem deviating mmch either sbove
or below the medium level which is apparently considersd appropriste, (And ae far as con-
tent gees, they are equally cornstant in their extrems simplicity, This passage deals in
high-sounding generalitiss without defining "democracy,"” without specifying how "imperial-
1sm" has “oppressed” the masses in the Far East, and without differentiating ir any wvay
between the present socisl and cultural conditions in China and those of Russia in 1917,
And, like this passage, nearly all Soviet broadcasts are on & hamogensously low level of
‘achual intellectuality, )

&,  SBIECTION AND OMISSION

While the Soviet radio does not often resort to. obvious 1ying, 1t continually rssarts to
two other standard propaganda. techniques which depart from strict objectivity: ielection
{which always implies cmission of, or underemphasis on, certain parts of the to:zal
picture) s #nd slanted interpretation, In later sections we will consider certain ways

In which Moscow carries both techniques to an extrems which perhaps defeats its own

ond by making the techniques as such mere vulnsrable to counter~-propaganda, Th> basic
technigues themaslves, however, could scarcely be effsctively criticized; they ire the
neceasary, takeu-for-granted characteristics of all effective Dropagande, For »xample,
exaniretion of & single imsue of the SURVEY OF USSR RADIO BROADCASTS (20 Octobe:r 1949;

see espocially p. v) brings out the following types of emission, some of which iire absolute
and seme only reletive to the ameunt of attention given to the same topics by a relatively
incluaive news source such as the NEW YORK TIMES,

1. Areas of Defeat: For exempls, current Communist setbacks in Greece and in the Austrian
eslectiona were ignored or given slight attention, Similarly, current evidences that the
Western economic situation is not ene of acute "criais" were ignored; and spsci:ic: evidences
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of Western rearmament and inereasing military strength were discussed only ver;” breadly,
in a moral context, as evidences of Western militarism, .

2,- Areas of Moral Vulnerability: The State-Church struggle end the mass arrosts in
Czechoslevakia were ignored, Western charges of violation of civil rights, in the USSR and
1ts SBatellites, were ignearéd or evasively bandled, The trial of top Communist:: in the

U.S, was capitelized on as evidence of Americen fascism, but without discussio: of the
actusl issues involved, such as Commnist readiness to use force and violence, The
question of world control of atomic emergy was given little siress , and vas hsidled with
the evasiveness that has characterized Soviet treatment of this issue since the: begimning,

3. Irrelevent Conflicts: The two above-mentioned types of omission could ha‘'e been
e2xily predicted on the basis of common~sense assumptions mbout the rsture of propagania,
Thers im 8 third major type of amission, however, which could not have been so resdily
anticipated: the general (though not universal) policy of ignoring or minimiz:ng all
conflicts other then the one great two-camps conflict between imperialism and {.emocracy.,
Erphasis on the one great cleavage is mmintained partly by not allowing the listener o
ba distracted by other cleavages, One illustration of this policy is the very slight
attention given to the differences between Republicans and Democrats in the Un ted States ’
and to their contest in the presidential elections of 1948, Moscow gave perhe ps forty
or Tifty times as much attention to the Soviet-sponsored Paris Peace Congress :n April
1949 as 1t had given to the American election of the previous fall (apart from Wallace's
part in this election, and the alleged persecution of his followers), Similariy, the
British lebor and Censervative FParties are treated as virtually identical,

In the SURVEY of 20 October 1949, this policy was represented by at least three¢ major
avoldances: the Navy-vs,-Air-Force conflict, which wes currently daminating tle headlines
in the American press; the ceal ani ateel mtrikes in America; and the persistert conflict
in Palestine between Jews and Arabs, One might perheps have suppomed that at jeast the
coal and steel strikes would have been vigorously “"cmpitelized” by Moscew as eiidences

of Imbor unrest and clase cenflict in the U.S, The avoidance is understandable, however,
in view of the fact that both Murray and Lewis are in Momcow's 1declogy mere 1sckeys of
Wall Street; i1t would bave been difficult to depict this conflict as coincidirg with the
particular cleavage which Mescow considers crucial, '

The oms wmJjar exception to this policy is the fairly frequent playing up of "ccntradictions"”
within the capitalist warld, and especially rivalry between Britsin and the United Stetes,
There 1s & real paradox here, The Soviet radio is torn betwsen two propegands advantsges:
the advantage of minimizing all differences except the ma jor one ; and the advartage of
showing that the enemy is disunited and therefore weak, The conflict betwesn ihe two
tendencies ia especially clear in the case of the treatment of Anglo-American rslation--
"ships; there is a vacillation between treating "Anglo-American imperialism" as a single
entity end playing up real or alleged rivalry between the two powers, especially in the
Middle East,

b, Non«Commitment: A fourth possible type of omission should be mentioned fcr the sake
of cempleteness: concrete issues on which the Soviet Géverrment has not yot taken s firm
official stend, or has not fully clarified itas position, Tt is understandeble that the
Sovist Govermment should not want its propaganda arm to cammit it in advence or imsues, or
, 48pects of issues, relative to which 1t wants a free hend for negotiation and targsining,
"'The remarkebly smell propaganda investment in the Berlin situstion during moat of the air-
11ft periocd is perhaps a case in point; the Soviet blockade itself was virtually ignared
-by Moscow, so that when it was 1lifted there was relatively little loss of face, The
avoidance of the concrete issues involved in the Austrian treaty is perhaps ancther
1lluatration,

In place of all these avoided topics or sub-topics, the Soviet radio concentratss, day in
and day out, on those evenis or those propsgandistic generslizations (such as tae sggressive
charscter of the Atlantic Pact) which moat directly support its own two-camps picture of
the world, For example, to take & single example, it freely mskes use of quotasioms
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which support ite position, Preferring (when they are evailable) quotations frm persons
who cannoct be accused of Cammunist bias, A typical way of intreducing such quotations is
te say, for instance, that "even such.a reactionary as Senator Taft” points to the weak-
nesges of the military ald program,

F, 'SIANTED INTERPRETATION

The other "standerd" and basic Seviet technique of distertion is slanted inter;retation,

Perhaps the most interesting thing about Mosoow's slanted interpretations {s tlsir oxplicit-
ness, As we have pointed out, the action-implications of the material are not spslled out,
All cbher'impliclt‘iom,'however, are, as a rule, fully explicit, The goodness or badness of
an action, for instance, is made abundantly clear. On such points thers is no offort to
give the limtener the feeling thet he 1is being allowed to draw his own conclusions from

the facts, Rather, the impression is glven that the interpretations which need to be drawn
are a'wholly obvious aspect of the facta themselves, The Soviet bropageandists 4o not
anpear to assume, like seme other propagandists, that cbjectivity (or the appea "ance of
objestivity) izplies an abaence of explicit Interrretation; thetr apparent assumption is
that fact and interprota‘b_ion are Inseparable, TFor example:

"HBaving the electors in mind, a rurber of Senators (who criticized the militery aid
* progrdm) do not wish to comnsct their fate with the aggressive cause of ths White
- House,” (13 October 1949, 4 5)

"In Ita:l&, M, Moch has heart-to-hearttalks with his Rome countorpurf., Scelia, whose
coatiails are also stained with the blood of innecent victims," (20 Octobor 1949, G 2)

Each of these items ham the appearance of factual description; each of them mak:s fully
explicit & highly contreversial interpretation of events; and each presents the :nter-
Iretation a8 i1f it had the same obvieus, factual cliaracter as the tangible fact: which are
referrsd to, In the case of the Semators who criticized MAP, two elements of i1terpretation
ares unchtrusively introduceds ‘the motive for their criticism (Pear of the "electora") and
the "aggresaive” character of the policy of the White House, Tt is also clearly implied
that this “aggressivensss™ is obvieus to the "electors,” In the second case the easentisl
controveraial interpretation is introeduced unobtrusively with the word "innocen!” as applied
to "victims," and this interpretatien is treated as if it has the same factial ¢ haracter

28 -the Moch-Scelba cenversations vhich represent the starting-point of the item, Moscow
Aces not may "Moch talked with Scelba s Vhom democratic elements in Italy accuse of murder-
ing imnocent victims,” To put it in such a way would have withdrawn the halo of fastumlness
and obviousnsss frem the "inmecence” of the victims, which vas the essential Prepaganda
point that nseded to be established; 1t would have encouraged the listener to separste fict
and imterpretation, and Derhaps to challenge the interpretation while accepting the fact,
But-=~to judge by ita conmistent Policy--that is exactly what Moscow dosa not want ite
listeners to do, ‘ ' .

Other illustrations of the technique could be miltiplied indefinitely. One of tae -omni -
present fewms of it, for instance, is the use of verbs, as well as nouns, which imply the
ma jor: themes of the Soviet Iropagande line, The use of nouns suck as "monopolisss” and
"psople” has already been illuatrated, Scme of the most well-worked verbs which serve.

& similar function are "admits," "urmasks," and "demands.” At the time of devaluation
Cripps "admitted" that the price of bread would rise--implying that he would normlly try
to concsal such a fact, but that in this case concealment was impossible, Vishinsky and
others are continually "urmmaking® the warmongers--implying th&'t they are ainist r hypo-
crites as well as instigaters of war, The U,S, "demands" Britiuh'devaluntion-—-mplyﬁg that
Britain has been reduced to the status of a vassal of Wall Street, Stmilarly, Fance does
not agree to U,S, proposals, it "submits" to U.S. "orders™; Sfo¥za does not talk with U.s,
representatives, he is "summoned” to talk with them; American military lesdera d.» not

ask for Europesn asgistance, they want to "compsl" the French, Ttalians and otheis to "oull
their chestnuts out of the fire, " Adjectives and adverbs too are continually pressed into
service., "Allegedly” is & prims Taverite; e.g., when Westernsra speak of Possible Soviet
aggreszion, this is "a loud noiss of an imaginary danger allegedly threatening.” "Obed:ent"
is also & favorite; when the Soviet delegation is out-voted in the U.N., the majcrity 1ie
typically .an "obedient" majarity, obedient to the "dictates™ of the Wall Strest nonopolists,
When translated into such terms » thers is hardly a political event on the face of the globe
that cannot be described in such a way as to support the Soviet propaganda picturs,
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II. MORE VULNERABLE CHARACTERISTICS

A. EVASION OF KEY ISSUES

The selection or "cardstacking” which is described above involves an avoidance o7
cortain key issues--an avoidance which in some cases .is extreme enough to raise 1
question of whether an opponent might make propsganda capital by exposing the evasions
as’ luch Some of the major issues evaded In this way are:

1. Individual Freedbm in the Soviet Sphere: Recent Western charges have brough, ebout
some consideration of this issue, but the typical reply is to charge "slavery" 1a the
West rather than to attempt a direct defense of Soviet and Satellite yractices, For
instanae, in reply %o charges of forced labor in the USSR, we find the folloving

"The nature of this gelley-slave work (in Britain) can be judged by the fach
that nobody is prepared to go voluntarily into the mines, although there ars
400,000 unemployed in Britain., The menpower in the mines is supplemented b7
lending demobilized soldiers compulsorily into the pits, by recruiting whits
slaves among the ranks of the so-called DP's, and by setting commpon criminals
to work, This, then, is the much-vaunted freedom of labor in present-d,ay
Britain.” (h August 19h9, I7)

Western charges in the U.N. ‘with regard to violations of human rights in Bungary, Rumania
and Bulgaria have been met chiefly by accusations thet the soversignty of these sountries
is being attacked, and by reiteration of official accusations ageinst Mindszenty, Ra)k,
and others, as if the truth of these accusations were self-evident. The r iqht t2 deal
sternly with "fascists” snd spies is stoutly meintained. And similarly, on the very rare
occasions when "the Soviet corrective labor lystem" is specificelly described, it is
discussed only in terms of the treatment of "criminsls,” and the treatment jtsell is
described as much more humane than the treatment of criminals in the West. On tae
equally rare occasions when free speech and freedom of the press in the USSR are discussed,
there is a repetition of ‘the official thesis that the press is freer in the USSR than
elsevhere, hecause all groups are given not only freedom but also paper and printing
presses--which workers in the Wemt cannot afford. The methods of ‘Party control are

never discussed in this context, nor is there ever a discussion of what congtitules
political "criminality.”

2. The Implementation of Atomic-Energy Control: The way in which $he concrete issues

of atomic-energy control have been evaded--without seeming to évade them--repressnts

one of the subtlest aspects of Soviet propsgands technique. Both before and sftar .
President Truman's snnouncement of Soviet poueuion 6f the bomb, Moscow pictirel its

own campaignh for ‘prohibition of atomic weapons #s "clear and concrete," in contrast

to the evasive technicalities of its opponents; yet it Las consistently tended to

avoid eny real discuesion of the actual points at issue: the nature of adequate inspection,
international ownership end management of stomic energy facilities as distinguished

from mere inspection, the veto, etc. There has also been (with certain notqnle exceptions)
a systematic soft-pedalling of the whole issus, giving it juet ‘enough attenﬁion 30

that, in all probadbility, few listeners are aware that the soft-pedalling has existed

at all The Joviet cempaign to "ban the bomb" has béen strongly emphnsizez, only at

those particular times (the fall of 1948, and sgain more briefly and mildlyin tbe fall

of 1949) when world attention would have been concentrated on this issue. in any case.-

At these bimes some Soviet initiative was clearly called for as a defensive counter-
attack, balancing and distracting sttention from Western charges of Soviet obstr zct'.ionilm.
(For more detailed discussion of this complex topic, ‘$&e the SURVEY OF USSR RADI> .
BROADCASTS, elpecially 2 April 1948, pp. J 1-3; 26 Noverniber l9l+8, Pp. A 1-2; 13 October
1949, pp. A l 2,) ‘

3, Western Fear of Soviet Aggreuion, and the Historicel Basis of That Fear: In any
discussion of Western militarism” or of the AtTantic Pact, the Tear ol Soviet
aggression which has caused these developments is ordinarily ignored; and the result
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is that the Soviet interpretation of them as purely sggressive appears ‘as the only
Possible explanation. On the rare occasions when Western references to Soviet
aggression are mentioned et all, such references are dismissed as Palpably dishoqest
propaganda; they are "a loud noise of an imaginary dsnger sllegedly threatening. *
Another example: ' ‘ B c .

"Time 8nd agein Spaak spoke in a hysterical manner. Thus, turning to the Siviet
delegation, he dsclared that the position of the Western Powers were bgsed m
fear.,.of the USSR, ‘We feel you,' Spaak exclaimed, 'on the frontierg of she
Rhine; ‘and we sre afraid.' It was easy, however, to understand that these
theatricdl tricks were needed for the very definite purpose of f:rdduci‘ 3.1
impression upon the repredentatives of the yellow press, vho feverishly réc rded
Spask's yelling." (1 Octcber 1948, A 7 ) : o

At the same time, there is almost never any defense of the numerous historigal e ‘isodes
which are often imterpreted in the West as instances of Soviet aggression, .
Finnish war, for instence, and the vays 1n which Soviet control of the Satellite: was
established after "lideration” are almost never discussed. And the same blackou
oxists (with rare exceptions) for the whole period of the Nazi-Soviet Pact,

L, Direct Ecomomic Comparisons Between East and West: When Soviet figures are ;iven,
they are compared with other Soviet figures, showing remarkable progress; when Western
figures sre given they are compared with other Western figures, showing decline cr
stagnation. Soviet and Wastern figures are rarely, if ever, directly compared. It is
rarely if ever stated in so many words--though 1% is often veguely implied--that the workerg®
standerd of living is higher in the Soviet Union than 1a the West. Socisl services amd
the absence of umemployment in the USSR are discussed, but there are no direcs ccTparisces
between the dsily life of a Soviet worker (the kind of. clothes he puts on in the mecrning,
the kind of food he has for breakfast, the kind of house he lives in, eto.) and the

daily life.of workers elsewhers. The Soviet radic does not admit a lower living atanderd
#nd then defend it on the ground of Russie's initial backvardness, World Wer I, civil

war, snd World War II. Instead, it simply avoids the issue. ) . .

5. :The Role of the USSR (and the Communist Psrties) in the Satellites: It is alvays
blandly assumed that the Satellites are not only democratic in every sense of the word
but. also wholly sovereign amd independent. The two crucial questions--the question of
vhether thess countries are dominated by Communist Parties ; and the further guestion of
whether these Communist Parties sre dominated by Moscow--are not recognized pVeR as
questions existing in the minds of Western critics. Western charges in ‘this respact
are vaguély referred to (if mentioned at all) only as "baseless ‘#landers” agginst the
“Pooplg.'l,Dmocraci“.;" . ' L - oo

6. Differences Betweem Soviet and Western Meanings of "Demccracy”: As far gs emohasis
goes, ' there are two Tairly clear differences between the Soviet definition of "deuocracy”
and the Western definition of it, both of which sre inferable frem the natur¢ of -he
contexts in which the Soviet radio uses the word. (a) The very small Soviet ‘emphu-mis

on individual freedom--even on the Propagsnda level--suggests that this essentisl com-
Ponent of Western conceptions of democracy 18 nét important in the minds of Soviel
propagandists. ' (k) The word "democracy" is used as if it wers synonymous vit{: cliss
Justice; for example, "the camp of democracy" is often contrasted with "the gaup f
reaction,” as if ‘the .opposite of reaction were necessarily democratic. This ‘sugge sta
thet in Soviet minds ?’domocrgcy" connotea government for the pecple--i.s, 5 Tor the common
Pecple, the workers--much more than 1t comnotes government by the people. Majority rule
88 such is seldom if .ever discussed.. ' L '

The vaguengss of the Soviet radio on ideological imsues is well 11lustrated, hovever,
by the fact that these differences have never been made explicit. Moscow haq” never
said "clgla Justice is more important than free speech or majority rule." Instead, the
absolutenses of the tvo-camps dichotomy is maintained even here; it 1s never admitsed
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for & moment that the West places more emphasis on free speech or on majority rul: than the
Soviet Union does. The word "democracy™ ia treated ss if it hsd a single clear &14 trana-
parent meaning, which ie violated in every respect by the “ruling circles" in the West.

For: instances .

"Trying to make a joke of it, Bevin said that one should eppoint a special mmber o7
Minigbers®' Deputies in order to establish what 'democracy' and 'sovereignty' were,
Bevin's joke, however, failed to hit the mark. It is well known thet the U... and
British reactionary press have recently on many occasions been trying to assiri in all
seriousness that the conceptions of democracy and sovereignty were 'vague,' inclear,
and lent themselves to different interpretations. Is it befitting, however, for a
Labor Minister to mske such remarks?" (5 December 1547, A 4-5)

B, AVOIDANCE OF BASIC BOLSHEVIK DOCTRINE

It was pointed out &bove that present-day Soviet Propeganda is characterized by ¢ ™mniversmllty
of appeal” which strongly contrasts wlth the earlier and more candid revolutionary appeals
to the proletariat as such, There are Western writers who dc not take the change st 1ts
face value, "Historicus," for exemple, concludes that "the Marxist doctrine to wlish he
(Stalin) is committed is uncompromisingly revolutionery."* It is therefore legitimate to
suppoge that the soft-pedalling of the older doctrines is primarily propagendistic in
nature, and that it 1s designed to minimize the opposition of two non-revolutionaxy groups:
{a) democratic socialists who share the deasire for socislism but who oppose the violent
and undemocratic methods of class or Party dlctatorship; and (b) non-socislist elementg---
perhape chiefly in the middle or white collar classes--who cen be appealed to in terms of
peace, “democrsacy, national independence, eto.

Although the shrewdness of this strategy seems evident, it would seem to be also ¢
Ppeculiarly vulnerable one, since it could be exposed by the simple device of quotiag earlier
statements by Lenin end Stalin (still current and taught in the USSR), and by pointing tc
the present infrequency of similer statements. A direct self-contradiction could aot be
claimed, since the Soviet radio does not (as Stalin did in his 1936 interview witk Roy
Howard) meke any statements that appear to deny directly the revolutionery aims of inter-
national Cosmunism. Here, as in many other instances, Soviet inconsistency is pri marily
-2 matter of differences of emphasis rather than of outright self-contrediction. Bat the
difference of ewphesis is in this case mo great that 1t might be relatively easy t> demon-
atrate it to a non-revolutionary Western radio listener who was familiar with the -urrent
Soviet line and who, if confronted with the earlier line ; would probably find it both
unfamiliar and disturbing.

Three fllustrations of the older line have already been given (p.6). Surveying ncw more
systematically the types of older statement which are now relatively rare, we can iay
bhat they include:

{(a) The words "revolntion" and "revolutionary."

(v) The phrase "dictetorship of the proletariat.” Although recently scmewha:

© revived on the Satellite beams and occasionelly mentioned in Home Service bro:dcasts,

' this phrase is extremely rare in Moscow's regular foreign broasdcasts; and the

rarity is the more striking when compered with the central importance of prel :tarian
dictatorship in, for example, Stalin's "Problems of Leninism.” The single wo-d
"dictatorship” is of course wholly out of key with the current Soviet stress :n
"democracy," even though, in the Soviet 1deoclogy, it does not by any means imly =
one-man dictatorship. 4And, in addition, there is the demonstrable fact that :t does
imply an exclusion from the "dictatorship™ of middle class and Degsant groups  some
of whom are perhaps not now sware of how definitely they could be excluded frim at
least the initial stages of Soviet "democracy.”

() Other class concepts, such as bourgeoisie and petit bourgeoisie.

- FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Jenuary 1949, p. o1k
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(4) The concept of "iron discipline" within the Party. For instance: "Whotver in

* the least weakens the iron discipline of the party of the proletariat (espec: ally
during 1ts dictatorship) actually aids the bourgeoisie against the proletarict.”
‘(Stalin,. quoting Lenin; in FOUNDATIONS OF LENINISM, 1924) :

(e} The earlier outspokon challenge tb exis’cins property rights~ "abolition of
private property.™

(f) The challenge to religion; religion is "the opium of the people.”
{g) The 'ahallehge $o patriotism; "the working men have no country."

(n) The challenge to parlismentary democracy; "disrupting parlismentarism f:om within.,"”

(i) The frank accepteance of violence; "force is the midwife of every-old soiiety
" which is pregnant with the new. . . .

C. -UNSUPPCRTED DOGMATISM

The air of absolute certainty which characterizes most of Moscow's assertions stands in
gtriking contrast with ths frequent absence of facts supporting those assertions. And in
this contrast theré may lie enother msjor wesk spot in Moscow's propaganda armor.

The contrast is not necessarily immediately apparent. As has been pointed out, Siviet
propaganida gives an -impression of factualness. It is factual, however, only in the sense
that it regularly uses news items as pegs on which to hang its propaganda themes. It 1s
not factual in the sense that it supports these themes themselves with any system:tic
presentation of data; rather, the themes ordinarily appear in the slanted vordins of the
"factual”™ itém itself, or in the form of generalizations which are presented a8 1’ they
were ao obvious as not to need factual support. For instance::

“Hot one of those who took part in the debate even tried to deny the facts soving the
interference of the U,S., and Great Britain in Greek affairs.” (17 Octoher L'X47, E 2)

"It 1s incumbent on the aforementioned states (Bungary, Rumania, and Bulgari:) to
wage & struggle against organizations of a fasciast type eand other organizatins which
alm at depriving the pecple of their democratic rights.” (20 Octobver 1949, .1 2)

The factual pegs on which these two items hang are discussions in the United Nati.ns; but
the esgential conclusions which are drawn--Anglo-American "interference” in Greec: and
the "fascist™ character of those who have been liquidated by the Satellite govermients--
are not supported by eny facts whatever,

It can be contended that this technique represents one of the strongest aspects o Moscow's
propaganda approach. Statements such as those guoted above probebly convey a ver;r strong
impression--at least in the minds of uncritical listeners--that the Soviet generaiizations
are in fact wholly obvious and not in need of any factual support. The technigue aleo has
the advantage that it mekes no demands upon the intelligence of the listener; the speaker
caters to the mental inertia of the listener by not asking him to weigh or assgemb.s facts.
For listeners who are already more or less committed to the Soviet version of eve.ils and
receptive to6 Soviet interpretations, it may well be that unsupported dogmatism is rmeh
more effactive than an approach which, by attempting proof, might seem to cast doubt on
what ie "self-evident." But 1t could also be contended that, in the minds of unc-mmitted
listeners; such dogmatism is vulnerable, While initially effective even with suc:
listeners, it may in the long run be vulnerable to counteratiack by & propagands - pponent
who makes contrary statements with equal confidence, who supports them with abundmnt
facts aystematically presented; and who repeatedly challenges the dogmatist to do the
seme,

D, BLURRING OF DISTINCTIONS

To force the infinitely complicated real world into a crudely simple two-camps id:0logy
involves iguoring or denying many dietinc'bions which are in fact fairly obvious. It
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involves, for instance, ignoring or denying the difference between -capitalists ind
socialistg--a distinction which lies st the heart of Marxism itseélf, considered as a

social ideology--whenever this distinction does not soincide with the line thaf the

Soviet Government drave between those who are subservient to it end those who a e not,

In Soviet propagsnda we therefore get such strange bedfellovs 23 Wall ‘Street an: Tito,
Churchill and Bevin, De Gaulle and Blum, Hitler and Schumacher, NAM. and CIO. A1,
according to Mescow, are "reactionary." Philip Murray snd Norman Thomas , a8 we..L as

Tito, Bevin, and many others who are ordinarily considered as socialists or rep:-esentatives
of labor, have all been dspicted by Moscow as “lackeys" of Wall Street, - -

One aspect of this tendency has already been discussed as -an 1llustration of tht general
Soviet policy of ignoring "irrelevent conflicts." If it menifested itself only by giving
slight attention to "irrelevant” conflicts (such as the election contest betweer Truman
and Dewey), the technigue could hardly be called a vulnerable cne. If such a 4 stribdution
of emphasis were "expomed™ in the eyes of an ordinary radio listener, he womld tcarcely
consider it very heinous; he might presumably grant to Moscow the privilege of ¢mphasizing
what it considers important. But the question of vulnerability can definitely le raised
when: Moscow passes from ignoring to an oubright. denisl of the differences between, for
example, Wall Street and Tito, And such outright. denials do often occur. For instance:

"Thig trip" (Tito's proposed trip to Paris and London) "is being organized by the
U.S. intelligence service in Europe on direct orders from Washington, whick has
decided to exhibit the Yugoslav Marshal to the European peoples." (20 Octeber
191*9';‘ D 1) ) : :

‘”No sooner were the elections over (in Norvay) before the labor leaders cast dr
the cloak they hed adorned themselves with during the election campaign.” {20-
Ostober i9k9, 1) . | : . o 1

. "The ,,nout;var:l'ed reactionary groupings in the U.S. and Europe, such as Chur:hill,
Hoover, Norman Thomas, Leon Blum, snd other right-wing Socialists are group ing
Bogether,” __(30 April 1948, A 3) ‘ - , '

There are alsoc other ways in which the blurring of important distinctions , withi: either
the black caup or the white camp, helps o maintain the simplicity and inclusive -

ness of {the black-white contrast. For exsmple, the perfection alresdy achieved iy both
the USSR and the People's Democracies is not marred by drawing eny clear distimo:icnm
between the naturs of ‘a "People's Democracy” and the socialism of the USSR. Ner is tke
socialism of the USSR allowed to seem Imperfect by comparison with a.subsequent

Cormmnist stage of development 3 the expression "progress toward Communism,” or "Larching
toward Communism” is. used, but without clarifying the nature of the Communism tovard whieh
the USSR is marching--whether ; for example, it will actually mean "from eech accirding te
his ability and to each acecording to hie need,” and whether 1t will include the 'wither:mg
avay of the state.” « -~ . . , .

And; on the black side of the great divids, some of the other blurred distinctiors are:

(a) Between ‘being anti-Soviet and being ready to wage aggressive war sgeinet the
Soviet Union, For instance, "sdmiesions” in the Western Press that the Atlsatic
Pact is "directed against” the USSR are taken ss Proof that the pact is "aggroessive”"
in nature--ignoring the distinction between Tear of Soviet aggression snd desive

to provoke war, .

-(b)  Between opposing the "unanimity principle" (1.e., the Soviet veto) amd >pposing
intermaticnal "unity” or ceoperation, The verbal similérity between "unity" and
"unanimity,” end also between "unanimity" and "unanimisy principle” has beem skill-
fully utilized to make .opponents of the veto appear as opponents of the very

#pirit of international cooperation,

(e») Between "military" and "aggressive.”" TFor instance: "The revival of mi: itary
unions of 'a wimilar character (to that of the Axis) is very dengerous for ths cause
of peace, It is characteristic that Bizonia is becoming the msin aresensl o the
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.military unions of Western Powers." (17 December 1948, B 1)

(4) Between sppeasing Hitler snd deliberately "unleashing war." The Munich period
ix hendled with a suppression of a1l evidence that Chamberlsin and Daladie; were
afraid of wer itself, end the result is that they are made to appear as wiiling
" accomplices rather than victims of Hitler. (For further description of the rather
complex propaganda techniques used in the Soviet reinterpretation of recent history,
see th@‘S'URYEI OF USSR BADIO IBROADCASTS, especially 13 February 191&8, Pp. § 5-9;
20 Februsry 1948, pp. A 1-2; 16 April 1948, pp..B 1-4. These issues of the SURVEY
describe the "battle of the doouments” which begen with the State Department's
‘publicatien'qf documents on Nazi-Soviet relationships,)

E. "SLIDE-TN"

Coupled with this blurring of distinctieons there is often a particular sequence shich .adds
greatly to the effestivensss of the blurring: an acceptable idea is followed by a less
#cceptable one, with an unobtrusive shift in wording much thet the unvary listemsr may
ROt realize that he s being led farther snd ferther avay from his starting poins. We
have already peimted out the Particular kind of "blurred distinction™ vwhich cons ets 1a
treating en interpretation as if it were an integral part of the "fact" which is being
described, The 11lustrations given st that point also illustrate the "slide-in" device
which is now being considered, The listener is ordinarily presented first with . "fact"--
Prebably & true fact, or at least somsthing that sounds 1ike a Tact, which he cai. sccept
in @ ralutivcly;pullive, uncritical frame of mind. With no change of Pece, the jro-
Pagandist then casually brings in a highly slanted 1nterpretation, in such & way that the
listener who is not on his guard naturally carries over to the interpretation the same
uncriticsl’ attitude which he hed adopted toward the "fact." For instance:

"In Colombia, as in all the other Latin Americen countries, the hend of the Tnited
States is not far away; the Colombisan newspaper EL TTEMPO discloses the smuggzling
of arms from the United States both by ses and laad. In view of the incresss of
the dsmocratic movement: throughout the Latin American continent » the Americaa
imperislists can meintain their domination only by helping to set up reactieqary
and pro-fascist regimes. Such & process is now taking place in Colombia,"

(17 November 1949, H L) :

Here the initial statement that "the hand of the United States is not far away," vhether
true or not, is et least Plausible from the standpoint of many listeners. The reiereace to
the smuggling of ayms is Perhaps only a little less Plausible; 1%t purports to be i

factual statement on a subject about which the listener cannot claim any contrary kaow-
ledge. Then, after 811ding into his listener's mind with these two relatively

#cceptable statenents ; the speaking takes advantage of this sccepting attitude to zake a
Tar ‘more extreme interpretation: the United States itself is using deception ana

violence to cppose "democracy"” and maintain "pro-fascist" regimes,

Another exsmple:

"There i8 no doubt that devalustion of the pound sterling end the currency of a
number of other countries economically tied to Great Britain or dependent om 1er
is proof of a sudden increase in the econcmic crisis sweeping the whole capitalist
vorld,” (22 September 1949, A 2) '
The devaluation of the DPound was an indubitable Tact; the plcture of a crisis "swesping
she whole capitelist world"” wes perhaps not quite so factual im nature. Still anoc'her
pXample: ‘
"The aritlmetical relation between the so-called majority and mimority in the U.N,

does not correspond to the real relation of politicsl forces 1in ‘the intermsticnal -
arena. This is evidenced by the many favornblopom.ents on the Soviet propossls )
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received from the broadest social .spheres in various countries. Vishinsky is
perfectly right in seying that the peoples will net support those who sre ..oming
out ageinst the Soviet proposels, and that the adoption of these prepesals would
be rsgarded as a triumphant promouncement of peace." (22 October 1948, A )

Here the sssential but umobtrusive leap is from "many faversble comsents” to "tl.e pecpies.”
The statement that there had beem "many" favorable ‘comments is plausible emough from
this, however, the spsaker slides over to the statement that "the pecples"--not some
individusls, nor some of the pecples , »or most of the peoples, dut "the pecples''--are :m
favor of the Soviet proposals.

F. OQVERSLANTING:

It is of gourse impoasidle to draw s sharp lime between ordinary slanting, whicl we have
listed as & necessary and probably legitimats propagsnda technique, and "oversliatiag."
Thers is perhaps a qualitative difference betwsen explicit imterpretations whicl the
speaker bslieves to be "true” and those which he himself recognizes as exaggeraticms or
distortions. Here, Nowever, we are spplying a less stringent criteriom; we are asking
only whether the distortion is so gross and tamgible in nature that it might perhaps

bs made the basis for an effective "exposure" by an opposing propagsndist. Four types of
llmféing”vhie% might in some cases come under this category are:

1. Automatic Shifting of Implicit Assumptioms: = For instance, every Soviet victory ia
the U.N. is interpreted as a victory for the dsmocratic forces--the assumption heing that
thole who veted fng ‘§he_ Scviet proposals did so of their own free will, To illustrate:

"Theke defeats (of the U.S.) prove that the democratic Pecples have no desire to
be and will not be silent witnesses of the imperialistic methods used by ths
colonial povers, methods which are contrary to the principles of the United
Rations.™ (17 October 19547, A 2) ‘

On the other hand, every Soviet defeat is interpreted as proof of U.S. .dominatici--the
assuzmption now apparently being that those who voted against the Soviet proposals could
not have done so of their own free will (eveam though they are, in scme cases,.ths same
individuels who on'other occasions voted the other way). For instance:

“As for the Imterim Committes where there would be no unanimity principle, shers
the U.S. ecounts on ruling the roost through the use of its votimg machinery
(2% October 1947, A 1) . ‘ . : R

There are similar ready-made rules for the interpretation of many other types of svents.
For example, whemever Trimsn or any other member of a non-Communist govermment A .es
womething which Moscow disapproves of, 1t is likely to be attributed to the dire &

‘or indirsct imnfluence of Wall Street ; and vhenever he does amything which Moscow Las
been advocating, it is interpreted as an attempt to win the favor of the "democr: tie
forcea™ in his country--a step "forced" upon him by the growing strength or the :roused
indignation of these "democratic forces." Inm organizations which the Communists dominate,
suck as the WFTU, ‘all opposition is sutomaticelly a "splitting"” of the umity of ‘he
democratic forces; while in orgsnizations which they do not dominate, such as the U.N.,
their own opposition to the majority is a couragecus defense of national sovereiinty

or of some other high principle. '

2. BSlsnted Paraphrage: Moscow usually uses its own words, rather than actual quotations,
when it describes what one of its opponents has said. This leaves room for any imount

of distertion without being accused of literal misquotation, and scme distortion usually
occurs. Typicslly, it takes place by the substlitution of some of Moscow's words , slanted
%o support its lime, for the words that the speaker originally used. For instance,
Irving Brown is said to have told the AFL anmual conference that the "chief task™ of the
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racanﬁly formed non-Coammnist internatiomal lsbor organization will be:

“to sssist in overthrowing the popnlar democratic govermments in Eastérn Firope as
well as to struggle against the democratic forces in the colonies, .., Ore is only
left with surprise at how far these gentlemen have gones In exposing their true
role~~the role of direct agents of imperimlism in the workers' arganizatiors, "

(13 Gotober 1949, A 8) B

Several propaganda devices are 1llustrated hers, Slanted paraphrase appears in the substi-
tution of the term "popular democratic goverments® for the term "Commmnist-dominated
governments,” which is what Brown 18 much more likely to have said, and of “"demczratic
forces® for "Cammnists" in the colonial context, By this device, it is mmde t¢ appear
that Brown “exposed" or sdmitted his epen opposition to democracy itself, when wiat he
actually did was to oppese Commnists, Apd, in additien, we have a complete blurring ef
‘the distinction between non~Commuuiist labor leaders apd "{mperialism" itself, imtroduced
by the siide-in technique, Starting with the slanted but relatively plausible dsscription
of Brown's oppesition to Commnism, the writer ends with the interpretation that he is "
direct  agent of imperialism, "

3, Omitting the Context: It is not only quotations which can be distorted by !gnoring
the context. A paraphrase or, In fact, a description of almost any event can be given a
different meaning by leaving a listener iIn ignorance of the total sitnation or fuctuml
context in which the statement or event actually occurred, The outstanding exam:le of :his
in Soviet propaganda is the description of Western rearmament, the Atlantic Pact. etc,,
without eny mentiom of the fear of Soviet aggression vhich constitutes the chief reason for
and morsl jJustification of these develomments, In the absence of thim context, 1:ilitary
proparations can mean enly semething sinister--"militarism,” aggression, and war,  For
example:

“The wverseas leaders of the American Party in Frence want to militarize the coumtry,
They need a French imfantry and a French artillery, srmed with standardized Americkn

weapcus,.,, However, the Western Union Permanent Defsnse Council reckons without the
pecples,,.. Neilther the plans of the capitalists nor those of their military staffs

will make them abanden the peace camp,” (6 May 1949, B 3)

Gombined with an appeal to.french. nationalism, we have heze a.gharacteristic reference Qe
"militsrization"™ with nens of the defensive context which might give "militarization"
samsthing other than an aggressive connotation, (And, in addition, the use of the word
Fplans® aml the fmplied opposition of all this to "the peace camp” directly suggest
aggression,) In other attacks on Western "militariem® a characteristic phrase is "prepar-
ations for war,"” The use of thia phrass, with no reference to the defensive character of
the war which is feared by the West, inevitably suggests deliberate preparation for a war
which is sctually desired and intended,

An {llustration of a specific quotation reparted out of conmtext is found in a broidcast of
the official Soviet mote of protest againat "warmongering" by NEWSWEEK: '

“ihe article also outlines the plan of making use of the U,S. air force, air farce
bases, and atom bombs against the USSR, in particular for the destructien of such
Soviet towns as Momcew, Leningrad, Kiev, Kharkov, Odessa, and others, ,.. ‘e article
states that U.S, strategists are Plamning to create a circular network of ai: bames
around Russisa with the view to tightening this network until the Russians ar::
strangled, ,,, This article,., constitutes an example of unbridled Propaga;da of a
new war sgainst the USSR,” (18 June 1948, G 2)

The NEWSWEEK srticls waa cencerned with what would be the U,S, sirategy in case o;° Seviet
aggression; but by using the word "plan” without its -defensive denotation it is here mmds
to meem almost synonymous with a desire or intent to create such a war, *And in the last
sentence this is made explicit; the description of what might be done in case of foviet
aggression is called "unbridled propagandia of a new war,"
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&,  Biabolism: Moscow®s most extvems departures from DPaychologicaAl realism ccme at the
points at which it ascribes disbolical motives to its adversdries--motives such as an actual
desire for dtomic war, an actual desire to impair the -economic stability of Western -
Europe, etc. There is more than an ocho; .in Soviet radio propaganis; of the fantastically
diabolicel acts and intentions whioh appesared in the "confessions™ of the defendants “in the
Mosoow trimls, -For example: - - . . ' .

"ruman, Achemﬁ, thilés‘,(Va_ndonberg, and the spsculators who profit out of the cold
war &re showing not the slightest Intention of putting an end to their plans for an
stemlc var, on-wliich all-their hopes are founded."” (29 September 1849, A 2)

I
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" "Inking advantage of the dollar shortege of the West Europenﬁ countries, the U, S, =
menopolies decided to tighten the oredit noose around the mecks of their victims (by:.
. insisting on devaluation).” (29 September 19kg, 4 6) : J

YAm. to the dollar hunger in Furcpe, 1t is not -only the result of the war equn&itura, .
however great this may have been, It was Planned by the Wall Street brain trust, ’
pre;)):red_ and put into practice by the ramified agencies of the latter,” (12 March 1948,
A 2, T :
Such. umrealism-is closely Iinked with the similar unrealism involved in a total denial of
the element:of fear in the' Paychology eof the Western peoples, It is linked also with the
‘general tendency to think in terms of absolute blacks and whites, R
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